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Evaluation of field liners on gum posts in the experimental vineyard plot at Elsenburg, 
Stellenbosch
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.

The project at Elsenburg was terminated during 2006 as we have completed our research 
on the farm.  However I visited Elsenburg today to determine whether the block still exists.
The vineyard has not been pulled out and most of the posts are still intact.  As they are 
currently busy changing the existing trellis system they removed all the post that are to thin 
and not suitable for the new system, disregard whether these post were fitted with field 
liners or not.  None of the posts that have been removed showed signs of rotting off, 
whether it were field liner fitted gum posts or pine posts treated with creosote.  The posts
were only removed because they were not sturdy enough to accommodate the weight of the 
vine canopy during the growth season.  They kept these posts for any investigation should 
one of your personnel like to have a look at them.  I have spoken to the farm manager and 
he informed me that up till now none of the posts with Field Liners fitted have rotted.  They 
will keep the posts in the soil until the vineyard is replaced and this should not happen in the 
next 10 years.  The manger informed me that your company can come investigate the 
condition of the posts at any time and should you like to uplift one of the posts they will 
replace it.

Kindest regards

Danie van Schalkwyk
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